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Minister's 
Washington 
Statement 


EUTER’S Special Correspon- 
dent in New York states that 
R unofficial circles there believe 
that Eire's refusal to cut her ties 
with the Axis will almost ‘certainly 
de met with stern measures by 
Britain and the United States. 
An Associated " Press message 
from Washington! 
the moves open to 


says that amon 
the Unite 
States and Britain are: —“ Closing 
the horder between Eire and 
Northern Ireland ; breaking off 
diplomatic relations with. the Irish 
Government ; clamping down on 
economic collaboration with Ireland, 
is completely dependent upon 
British and American shipping. ; 

Flora Lewis, A. P Staff Corre- 
vondent in Washington, writes :— 
Mr. Robert Brennan, Eire Minister 

Washington, does not _believe 
that the United States will put 
military or economic pressure behind 
her request to Eire. 

“The State Department had been 
most friendly, despite Eire's rejec- 
tion of the request, Mr. Brennan 
told journalists 


STIFFER POLICY 


The announcement of an Ameri- 
can refusal to sell merchantmen to 
Fire was. however, generally 
accepted as a strong indication that 
a stiffer policy in American economic 
co-operation with Ireland may be 
in operation. The phrase in the 
American message asking for the re- 
moval of Axis diplomats as “a 
minimum ” gave rise to speculation 
that economic pressure might be put 
behind the request. 

Mr. Brennan pointed out that 
Fire’s trade balance leans heavily 
on the side of exports. ‘‘ We pro- 
duce three times as much food as we 
eat.” he said, adding that the sur- 
plus is shipped to the Allies. The 
Eire food shortage was in 


whicl 


onlv 
wheat. : 

The people of Eire were anxious 
to preserve their neutrality as an 
outward sign of their country’s 
independence, Mr. Brennan said. 
‘Eire would like to be at the peace 
table, since the partition of the 
country is a very sore spot with us, 
but the subject has not been ad- 
vanced officially.“ 

Mr. Brennan denied reports that 
Mr. de Valera had instructed him 
to obtain renewed_ assurances that 


the American Government does not peoples, the Hations 


contemplate any military measures. 


— a 


Bishop Expects 


“Retaliation” 


The Most Rev. Dr. O'Callaghan, 
Bishop of Clogher, said yesterday, 
in Clones, that everything pointed to 
the fact that supplies from other 
countries would be cut off, not 
only because of the scarcity 
shipping, but also because of the 
recent demands made by both the 
American and British Governments 
during the past two weeks. You 
have all heard of the demands made 
hy the American Ambassador, who 
approach An Taoiseach to try to 
embroil us in war and asking him 
to dismiss both the German and 


Japanese Ambassadors. That means 


that we would be practically at war 
with Germany and Japan. The only 
alternative would be that both the 
British and American Ambassadors 
should go also. 

“ That, was a very serious posi- 
tion, and right well it was answered 
hy the head of the State in a very 
dignified: and statesmanlike state- 
ment—a statement that the whole 
country. was behind. There is no 
knowing what will take place in the 
future, but we must be prepared for 
any eventuality. I am afraid 
America and England will retaliate; 
in some way.“ 


Estimated Number 


i 


Of Workers 
STIMATES of the number 

E of Eire nationals: in 
= Britain were given in 
the British House of Commons. 
last November as between 


Ireland jumped from 27,401 in 
1941 to 38,418 in 1949. i 

About 2,500 Eire workers are 
employed at the Ford Motor 
Works at Dagenham. 

Roughly, 4,000 people travel 
between ireland and Britain 
every day by steamer. 
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Peace Plans: 
Roosevelt Hint 


To Taoiseach 
A SUGGESTION that Eire 


should take steps to be 

associated in post-war plans 
was made by President Roosevelt 
to Mr. de Valera two years ago, it 
was: disclosed last night, 

The following text ‘was issued in 
Dublin of a message, dated February 
26th, 1942, from Mr. Roosevelt to 
the Taoiseach :— 

“I have received, through Mr. 
Brennan, Irish Minister in Washing- 
ton, the text of your statement on 
January 27 last, following the 
arrival of American troops in the 
British Isles. 

The decision to despatch troops 
to the British Isles was reached in 
close consultation with the British 
Government as part of our strategic 
plan to defeat the Axis aggressors. 
here was not, and is not now, the 
slightest thought or intention of 
invading Irish territory or threaten- 
ing Irish security. Far from 
constituting a threat to Ireland, the 


ing territory can only contribute to 
the security of Ireland and of the 
whole British Isles, as well as 
furthering our total war effort. 
“I have noted in your previous 
statements expressions of gratitude 
for the long interest of the United 
States in Irish freedom. The special 
ties of blood and friendship between 
our two countries are recognised 
here no less than in Ireland, and 
have never left us unconcerned with 
the problems and fate of Ireland. 
“ At some future date, when 
Axis aggression has been crushed 
by the military might of free 
“the earth 
must gather about a peace table to 
plan the future world on founda- 
tions of liberty and justice every- 
where. I think it only right that I 
make plain at this time that when 
that time comes the Irish Govern- 
ment, in its own best interest, 
should not stand alone, but should 
be associated with its traditional 
friends, and, among them, the 
United States of America.” 
Asked by a reporter if there had 
been any reply from Mr. de Valera 
to Mr. Roosevelt's message, an Eire 
Government official said last night | 
that there had been a reply, but 
the concurrence of the U.S.A 
Government to its publication would 
first have to be sought. 


Gas Manager in Prison 
Hospital 


The condition of Mr. J. W. Grey, 
Ko manager of the Alliance and 

ublin Consumers’ Gas Co., who 
is in hospital in Mountjoy Prison, 
was stated last night to no 
serious. As already stated, notice of 
appeal has been lodged against his 
conviction in the Dublin Central 
Criminal Court. 


The Turkish Aksam reperted 
yesterday, states a New York 
uter message, that the Hungarian 
Press is playing up an armistice 
between the Germans and Mihail- 


vitch, 8 to an Associated 
Press dispatch from Istanbul. 
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presence of these troops in neighbour- 


THE British Government 


British 
matic Correspondent), a 


representatives from Eire. 


between the two islands will 


compassionate grounds. 
cludedin the ban. ts 


The British statement, received 
early this morning, was as follows: 


The British Government has decided 
that, subject to certain excep- 
tions, all travel between Great 
Britain, on the one hand, and 
Northern Ireland and Eire, on 
the other hand, must be sus- 
pended forthwith for military 
reasons. 


Accordingly, as from March 13, and 
until further notice, no more 
rmits or visas for travel 
tween the two islands will be 
granted, except for business or 
work of urgent national im- 
portance or on compassionate 
grounds of the most urgent and 
compelling character. 
No further leave certificates for Irish 
workers to return to Ireland 
from Britain will be granted 
while the restrictions continue, 


Persons who have already been 
granted permits or duly 
authorised leave certificates may, 
however, use them during the 
period of their validity, except 
that. holders of six- monthly 
return visas will not be allowed 
to- use then pose of 

restri are in force.’ 

These return visas will, if necessary, 

be extended without ch. to 

enable the holder to. return 
after the restrictions are 
removed. 
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Remain in 
England 


travel to and from the whole of Ireland. 


The suspension, which comes into force to-day 
and will last until further notice, has been imposed, the 
Home Office stated, for military reasons. 
It is clearly, however (says the Press Association Diplo- á 
0 direct outcome of 
Valera’s refusal to expel the German and 


spy channel for Axis agents. 


Irish workers will have to stay in Britain while the 
ban remains, and no further permits or visas for travel 


ness or work of national one 


Leave certificates and permits already granted other 
than six-monthly return visas Will not be affected. 


i 


last night put a ban on all 


Mr. de 
: Japanese 
It will help to stop one 


be granted except for busi- 
or on compelling 
rvice personnel are in- 


will not be ted unless the 
appropriate Government Depart- 
ment certifies to the Passport 
and Permit Office that the 
journey is essential in the 
national interest and cannot be 
postponed,, and applicants 
should accordingly approach 
the Government Department 
concerned at the same time as 
they apply to the Passport and 
Permit Office. 

The certificates that have hitherto 
been furnished by trade organisa-| 
tions or Chambers of Commerce 
to traders and business men will 
no longer be accepted at the 
Permit Offices. 

The Government are confident that 
the public will understand that 
the military considerations. 
which require the imposition 
of these restrictions are at 
present of paramount im- 
vortance, and will accept them 
and the hardships necessarily 
entailed with good-will as a 
part of their contribution to the 
supreme effort of the war. that 
is to come. 

The restrictions will be removed as 
soon considerations 


the 


Similar restrictions on the leave of 
personnel are being im- 


Exit permits for business reasons 


Frank A. King, Press Association 
Diplomatic Corrsspondent, states: — 
The Home Office announcement is 
clearly a direct outcome of the im- 
mediate reaction to Mr. de Valera's 
refusal to expel the German and 
Japanese representatives from Eire. 
The new restrictions will help stop 
one channel through which Axis 
agents could receive information, 
but the channel by which it was 
passed on to Berlin, the German 
Legation in Dublin, still remains 


open. 
"Moss thousands of Irishmen, in- 
cluding possibly members of the 
R. A., have migrated to Britain to 
share in the high war wages, and 
have been permitted periodical leave. 
The possibility that they have con- 
veyed Allied secrets to Axis agents 
in Eire has always existed. 

Now not only will no more Irish- 
men be permitted to go to Britain, 
but, more important from * 
of view of security, none be 
permitted in other than exceptional 
circumstances to return, as no 
further leave certificates are to be 


Further Measures Probable 


posed, - 


of economic sanctions cannot by 
my means be ruled out. 

That the shipping question is also 
under consideration is revealed by 
the Washington reminder of the 
reasons for the rejection two months 
ago ot Eire's request to purchase 
a ship from the War Rhipping 
Administration (see report below). 

Pressure on Allied shipping re- 
sources will be so heavy during the 
next few months that the Allies may 
not be prepared to continue to 
carry wheat, oil and machinery to 
Eire. 

Leave certificates instituted last 
December are granted to Irish 
workers conditionally landed in 
Britain and required to register 
periodically with the police. hey 
are obtained on application to the 
Ministry of Labour, instead of having 
to apply to the Passport Office for an 
exit visa. , 

No person outside the Services 
over sixteen can travel from 
Northern Ireland to Britain by air 
or sea without a permit issued by 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary. 


issued while the restrictions con- 
tinue, and no date for the lifting of 
the ban is specified, 

There is little doubt that 
wages of Irish workers in Britain 
have had: a bearing on Eire’s 
financ ition: 


to be taken. 


The possibility of the imposition 


tool 


LOST SHIPS: AMERICAN 
ACCUSATIONS 


In Etre permits to visit England 
and Scotland are issued by - the 
British High Commissioner, in con- 
tion with the Eire Government. 
ban does not mean that persons 
n short. visits to either island would 
be stran because according to 

ent, those with 
ill be 
to 


countries. 


{formerly the West Hematite 
ee orang e ematite) 


tickets had been requisitioned. 


| No Easter |: 


Holidays 
At Home 


EWS of the decision of the 
British Government to re- 
strict travel between the two 

countries: will come as a blow to 

hundreds of Irish workers in Britain 
who had arranged to travel home 
for the Easter holidays. 

An Irish Times reporter learned 

last. night that so many. people had 

intended to travel during the next 
few weeks that all the sailing 


It is anticipa that workers 
ready on holiday in this country 
will have no difficulty in returning 
to England. 


BRITISH NOTE 
TO EIRE 
Support for U.S.A. 


The text of a British Government 
Note to Eire, sent on February 22nd, 
the day after the American Note 
was received, was published during 
the week-end. It stated :— 

“The United Kingdom Govern- 
ment desire to make it clear to the 
Government of Eire that for their 
art they warmly welcome the 
initiative which has been taken by 
the United States Government, and 
that they fully support the request 
for he removal from Eire of German | 
and Japanese Diplomatic and Con- 
sular representatives. 
“The United Kingdom Govern- 
ment wish to emphasise the 
importance which they attach to 
this request.” 

Mr. de Valera replied on March 
8th through Sir John Maffey, British 
Representative to Eire. He acknow- 
* receipt of the British Note, 
and enclosed for transmission to the 
British Government a copy of the 
reply given to the United States. 


Diary of Events 


“§*EBRUARY 2ist—American Note 
F handed to the Taoiseach by 
the United States Minister. 

Mr. de Valera informed him verbally 
that it was not possible to comply. 
February 22nd—Sir John Maffey 
resented a Note in which the 
ritish Government welcomed the 
initiative at e» United’ States 
Government, and added that they 
— the utmost importance to 
8 
February 26th—Mr. de Valera saw 
leaders of the Fine Gael. Party, in- 
cluding General Hag Dr. O' Hig- 
gins and Mr. P. McGilligan, and on 
subsequent days he saw the leaders 
of the Labour and Farmers’ parties. 
No meeting of the Defence Confer- 
ence as such was called, but most of 
those whom the Taoiseach saw are 
members of that body. 
February 28th—Mr. de Valera 
spoke at Cavan. In his address he 
said: Until the last shot has been 
fired in the war we shall be in 
danger, and at times in grave peril, 
The danger becomes greater as the 
theatre of war moves in our direc- 
tion. At this time rumours of 
the wildest character were in circu- 
lation, and it was thought that the 
Taoiseach would take the occasion 
to refer to them. He did not do so 
directly. 
February. 29th—Mr. David Grey, 
the American Minister, in an inter- 
view with Mr. de Valera confirmed 
the assurance iven the Irish 
Minister in Washington that the 
American Government did not con- 
template — “military or other 
measures because of the reply 


ven. 
March i1lth—The correspondence 
between the American and the Irish 
Government was published. 
March 12th—Text of British Note 
to Irish Government published. 

Announcement of British ban 
on all travel to and from the whole 
of Ireland, | 


— — 


* 


| Continued from previous column. 
ment is informed, the Irish Govern- 
ment has taken no steps against the 
Axis Governments, and thus far has 
offered no word of protest to the 


session... of 
eastern ule! 
from Krivoi Rog to a point within 
20 miles. of Nikolaev, which. stands 
on the Ingul 


Modern marriage transport. Mr. 


Limerick, and Miss Eileen White, Chatham, Kent, leave St. 
Chureh, Milltown, Dublin, after their wedding on Saturday. 
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Charles Sweeney, Ardagh, Co. 
Philip’s 


JOIN 


forces along the whole 400 miles 


utmost difficulties, states Reuter’ 


According to yesterday’s Sov 
have reached the River Bug, 38 
from the Rumanian border. 


Marshal Koniev’s men, driving 
S. W. of Uman, have taken 
Gayvoron, on the River Bug, 38 
miles S. W. of Uman, and are 
kneading a deep bulge into the 
German positions here. Unless 
Marshal von Manstein can organise 
some kind of stand on the River 
Bug, this ‘offersive may develop 
into another vast trap, within 
which would be both' Kherson and 
Nikolaev, states Reuter's Corre- 
spondent, 

At the westernmost flank of 
Marshal Zhukov’s advance the 
Russians are 2 up their 
thrust towards the Bug city of 
Vinnitsa. 0 
Further west again, Zhukov's 
men are steadily nearing the rail 
junction of Proskurov, where, as at 
arnopol, the Germans have big 


forces ready for an attempt to stem 


the Russian advance. ractically 
the whole stretch of the Odessa- 
Lvov railway between Proskurov 


and Tarnopol is in Russian hands. 


Red Army troops are now in pos- 
practically. the whole} 


bank of the River Ingulets 


river. The Ingul; 
forms the last natural barrier to the 
Russians before they strike west 
and south-west to the southern Bug 
te complete Nikolaev’s encircle- 
ment. 


RESISTANCE 


At Tarnopol, German resistance 
is the biggest met anywhere since 
the offensive began eight days ago. 
The Germans are launching 


several counter-attacks daily in an 
attempt to regain ground here. 


FOUR RUSSIAN ARMIES 
IN OFFENSIVE 


Germans Counter-attacking 
At Tarnopol 


HE four*Ukrainian armies, under Marshals Zhukov and Koniev, 
and Generals Malinovsky and Tolbukhin, have now linked 


line, and at whichever sector one looks the Germans are in the 


east-to-west stretch of the battle 


s Special Moscow Correspondent. 


jet communiqué, Russian forces 
miles $.W. of Uman, and 55 miles 


German 
stated :— 


von Hammer, 
commentator, 
„Marshal Zhukov is incessantly 
drawing up reinforcements here, 
both from the rear and from the 
central sector, to feed his offensive. 
German resistance has been 
stiffened by the arrival of consider- 
able reserves. 


“ Zhukov is driving his armies 
into death with an almost sadist 
relentiessne--. it appears that 
his aim is to break open a path 
to the Danube and the Car- 
pathians.“ 


Colonel 
military 


He reported the following Soviet 
attacks :—Attempts to advance in 
the area of Berdichev; attempts to 
advance S. W. of Uman by crossing 
the frozen Bug; attempts to advance 
in the area of Novi Bug by crossin 
the ingulets; bids to break throug 
west of Kirovograd. All these 
attacks were repelled, he stated. 
The German communiqué. also 
reported that, N.-W. of Nevel the 
r continued their break 
through attempts with N 465 
but were repelled, while N.-W. of 
Ostrov, at Pskov and on the Narva 
front, ‘‘German troops held their 
positions against the enemy, who 
attacked with stubbornnéss at 
numerous points.“ 
The Soviet communiqué claimed 
advances in the Proskurov Valley, 
the cutting of the Proskurov- 
Gusyatin railway (42 miles south-} 
west of Proskurov), the occupation, 
south-west of Uman, of 60 places, 
including Gayvoron; 30 places were 
faken south-west and west of 
Kirovograd, 50 south-west and west 
of Krivoi Rog, and 60 places west 
and south-west of Apostolovo, in- 
cluding ore district centre of the 
Nikolaev region. 


_ 


Skirmishing in 
Italy 


' ARGE-SCALE operations, im- 
L possible recently owing to ba 
weather both in the beach- 
head and on the Cassino front, may 
soon be practicable again, as clearer 
weather’ gives promise of an im- 
rovement in. the terrain, says 
euter’s correspondent at Advanced 
Allied Headquarters in Italy. 

The Germans continue their efforts 
to infiltrate, but, states Reuter's 
correspondent, at every point they 
have met with a sturdy rebuff. 

On the main Fifth Army front the 
rivers are receding, the long rainy 
spells are growing sparser, and, as 
the ground dries up, a resumption of 
full-scale action on this front is 
certain. ä 

Routine blasting and counter-blast- 
ing by opposing batteries has been 
oing on along the 
ront. 


Axis Governments against these 
wanton acts. These repeated attacks 
on Irish ships appnet to be conclu- 
sive if further proof were 
needed, that the Axis Powers 

in fact. making wer upon Ireland, 
while, at the same ti 

s friendship to the 


Ariellin, Orsogna, Tollo, . 
lanketed slopes further inland, 
Fighter-bombers, virtuall 


opposed during the past wee 


concentrations outside the 
rim, states 


F 


whole main 
On all sectors of the Eighth 
Army front there have been lively 
daily skirmishes in the regions of 
uar dia- 
rele, and along the deeply snow 


un- 
have 
been able to carry out a number of 
successful bombing missions over 
beach- 
Reuters corres- 


Demonstration 
In Naples 


IVE thousand demonstrators, 
crowded into the central part 
of the Galleria Umberto, lustily 
cheered denunciations of King Victor 
Emmanuel and Marshal Badoglio, 
yesterday, in Naples, states Reuter's 
Special Correspondent. The attacks 
were made by speakers representing 
the Communist, Socialist, Action 
and Republican Parties, at the big- 
est open meeting yet held in 
uthern Italy. 
Among those on the platform 
were a priest, who gave the Com- 
munist salute; a retired brigadier- 
eneral, who called: ‘‘ Hurrah for 
the Italian Republic,“ and a Yugo- 
Slav Partisan, who, amid thunder- 
ous cheers, shouted the names of 
Stalin and Tito. 


Although the original purpose of 
the meeting was to replace the for- 
bidden strike, called for March 4th, 
as a protest against Mr. Churchill’s 
statement that the present adminis- 
tration in Italy was the best avail- 
able until Rome is reached, not one 
orator mentioned the Prime 
Minister's name. A resolution, 
which was carried with acclamation, 
declared the ardent desire of the 

pulation of Naples to intensify 
taly’s war effort, and added: 
his meeting declares that a call 


tor the much battered city of Rome, 
torn and stained with the blood of 
its 
already acute sufferings of the people 
have multiplied. We again 
deed, we implore, all who 
means at their disposal to come to 
our aid. 
make their effective contribution to 
relieve this suffering. 


have been hit—by an air warfare 
that knows no law—but, despite this, 
how could we have ever 
that anyone would have dared to 
turn this Eternal City, which belongs 
to everyone, into a battlefield ? 


responsible men in both belligerent 
camps not to let their names in any 
way be smirched by an act which 


liberation. 
he said, 


His address was broadcast to the 
He said, according to 


In this particularly grave hour 


citizens horribly killed, the 
ray, in- 
ave the 


We ask all who can to 
Cities in nearly every continent 


believed 


Once again we appeal to 


history would never justify. We ask 
them to cast their thoughts and 
deeds and efforts to a peace of libera- 
tion. We ask them to do this so 
that their acts receive the blessing, 
instead of the malediction, of all the 
peoples of the world.’’ 


NO EXCUSE 


An. Associated Press message on 
this point stated that the Pope said: 
„Such an act—the destruction of 
Rome—could never be excused at the 
bar of history. Those who would 
turn Rome into a battlefield would 
forever bear a curse. 

The Pope added, according “to 
Reuter’s message: ‘‘Dear Romans, 
you have suffered scars which even 
the most generous hand of mankind 
cannot heal, Lift your heads high 
to Him Who will give you strength 
to carry your cross with faith and 
Christian fortitude. In spite of the 
horrible acts perpetrated by men, 
follow Him. He carried the cross for 
the sake of the peace of the world. 
You, too, carry the cross for the 
—.— ot peac@ for the whole of man- 
ind. 


The ee who spoke for twenty 
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his is an air war which 


but to turn Rome into a 
battlefield would, indeed, be an inglorious deed." 


Benediction and delivered the follow. 
ing short prayer :— 
Jesus, give Thy children the 
strength to bear the bitterness of 
their unfortunate lives in this hour 
of ever-increasing danger. Remind 
all owners of worldly goods that 
men have their homes, that the 
birds oí the air have their nests, 
but that the Son of Man has no- 
where to rest His head. Give to all - 
Thy sons and daughters afflicted 
with untold miseries and deprived 
of their dwellings that stout faith, 
that divine strength, that Christian 
fortitude necessary to bear with 
proud dignity and patience the 
bitterness of their sufferings. 

“Take this town under Thy pro- 
tection in this hour of ever-growing 
perils. Grant to its inhabitants that 
they may change these days of fear 
and anxiety into days of spiritual 
contemplation, for a sincere deter- 
mination to return to Thee and Thy 
laws, which are so often neglected 
and forgotten. Grant to all those 
who confide in Thee to see the dawn 
of the day in which shepherd and 
flock, giving praise to Thy boundless 
mercy, may raise their voices to 
Thee in joy and gratitude to say: 
‘The mercy of the Lord has saved 
us.’ 5? 
Referring to his previous appeal, 
the Pope stated, according to an 
Associated Press “message :—” Al- 
though our appeal was not success- 
ful, 15 met with a response in many 
quarters, and we know that God 
will take good care of those who 
seek peace. 

The speech was broadcast by two 
short-wave Vatican transmitters, 
and was also relayed by the entire 
Rome radio network. Vatican radio 
had previously explained that there 
might be some interruptions during 
the broadcast, as electric power in 
Rome was subject to variations. 
There were no actual interruptions 
in the broadcast, but reception 
roved very bad owing to extensive 
ading. A vast crowd, states Reuter, 
filled St. Peters Square and 
stretched along the Bernini Colon- 
nade. 


minutes, then imparted the Apostolic 


HE United States Strategic Air 
Forces in Europe announced 
last night that unescorted 

B 24 Liberators of the 8th Air Force 

attacked German military targets in 

the Pas de Calais of France. yester- 
day. All the bombers returned. 

American Fortresses with long 

range fighter escort, bombed Munster, 

the capital of Westphalia on Satur- 
day, states the Press Association. 

Munster is described as the rail 

gateway to the Eastern front. 

Anti-aircraft fire was heavy, but all 

the bombers returned safely. Four 

fighters aré missing. 

The German News Agency yester- 

day stated that the damage and 


were small. Paris Radio reported 
that British and American bombers 
attacked St. Etienne and localities 
in the Indre Department on 
Saturday. 

Yesterday. the United Nations’ 
radio, quoted by Reuter, announced 
that widespread damage was caused 
by the heavy raid on. Toulon last 
Saturday. 

The German Overseas Newsagency 
yesterday reported: Great damage 
was done during the air attack on 
Toulon. The number of casualties 
among the civil population is high. 
— (Reuter. ) 


casualties in the Munster attack 


SWEEPS OVER GERMANY 
AND FRANCE 


A man and his wife and their son 
were killed in an indoor shelter when 
bombs dropped on a south-east of 
England coast town early yesterday, 
A well-known artist was also kill 


Sharp Division 
In Strike Vote 


Some 60 per cent. of the 97,000 men 
involved in the British coal strike 
may re-start work to-day, according 
to a Press Association message from 
London. The decisions of a number 
of miners’ lodges which met.yester- 
day to consider the resume imme- 
diately’? recommendation sent out 
from Saturday’s conference at Cardiff 
were still to come in late last night, 
but it was already known that nearly 
24,000 had voted to stay out. 

The Cardiff conference declaration, 
recommending an immediate resump- 
tion of work, stated: ‘‘We are 
unitedly of this opinion because this 
stoppage fails to serve the best 
interests of the miners and places in 
jeopardy the lives of our colleagues 
on the fighting fronts.’’ 

First voting. results from lodges 
showed a sharp division of view 
among the strikers concerning accept- 
ance of the leaders’ advice 
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|. BELLIGERENTS | 
They Will Be Cursed 
Who Make Rome A 
Battlefield” . 


HE Pope, in a Coronation anniversary speech from 
the balcony of St. Peter’s yesterday, appealed to 
ithe belligerents to spare Rome and turn their thoughts 
to a peace of " 
knows no law, 
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pondent, who adds that, down on 
ithe coast, Allied supplies continue 
to flow in steadily over channels 
swept clear by mine-sweepers in 
accordance with © what now 
become a normal schedule. 


to arms of the Italian people can 
only be successful if accompanied 
by an effective purge from the State 
administration of _ dynastic’ persons 
and their borators, who, pon 
with them,. are accom 
culprits of Fascism, and only if a 
Sealy democratic ‘government 
‘assumes office, with: full 
his Powers and Riar from all the 
office of Chief of: Staff, and he is to] Suinely anti-Fascist parties. | 
The official. Communist. s er 
7 replaced by Genera 1 Archimed “announced. that the anti Pesci 
Aeris Signor Mussolini, states an A.P. | ee Pe, OMAR 
hours. pee oe message, presided on Saturday at a organise a “‘plebiscite in 
which en as sara dee : meee Ministers ‘of Ra Italian nares 2 r mm nd 
er Dep il. iii nite condemnation e Kinga 
a2 . 8 that Council. | 
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